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Welcome to the Summer  
2008 issue. 
We started the season 
with the traditional 
Illuminated Event. This 
was held on Friday 28th 
March on a very windy  
evening.  
The monthly summer 
Regattas have been held 
on  
I hope this poor weather 
is not a sign of things to 
come this year. 
Just after this on April 
1st, without warning the 
Council erected a fence 
all along the path where 
we operate from. Our 
first thoughts– April 
Fool, but sadly not so. 
Half of this new fencing 
has now been removed 
but it still restricts our 
area. Naturally we have 
contacted the council for 
some answers and I  
know many individuals 
have complained but that 
modern bane of our 
lives,  Health and Safety 
is the reason behind it 
all. The water has 
managed to leak under 
the pathway in places 
causing it to become 
unstable and with large 
cracks appearing, it is  
therefore unsafe. The 
council needs to spend a 
huge amount of money to 
put the situation right, 
money that they do not 
have,  so it looks like we 
are stuck with restricted 
access for some while. 
At least we can still use 

the area so long as no 
further erosion  takes 
place. 
Our AGM was held on 
May 12th. Two 
members have stood 
down from the 
committee. Charles 
Male who had been our 
membership secretary for 
the last year formally 
announced that he did not 
wish to continue, and 
Colin Goldsmith, our 
yacht Co-ordinator, has 
also stood down.   
The club, as usual is very 
grateful for the work that 
has been done by these 
two members and a vote 
of thanks goes out to 
them. 
Christine Wellard has 
now taken up the post of 
membership secretary. It 
was explained that she is 
very familiar with the 
computer system that is 
beneficial when doing 
this job.  
We are still looking for a 
replacement for Colin to 
oversee the yachts 
section. As there were no 
nominees for this position 
at the meeting, the 
position remains open. 
All the other club 
officials were re-elected 
to stand for another year, 
to view the full list of 
your new and existing 
committee members, 
please see page 3.  
 At this time of the 
year we are involved in 
many shows in and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

around our area, as well  
as our own in house 
events. 
We had a very successful 
Kearsney Kapers event 
held at our home water, 
the attendance was down 
but we had support from 
our neighbouring clubs 
who as always enjoyed 
our hospitality.  
 The club attended the  
Wings and Wheels show 
in Essex this year, this 
was the first time that we 
have actually brought 
along some models and 
participated, one for the 
diary next year perhaps. 
We also went along to the 
Connaught Park and put 
on a very good display 
for their 125th 
anniversary celebrations. 
It was good to have a sail 
on a different lake, this 
had been restored for the 
anniversary. Reports 
about this and all our 
other regattas can be 
found inside this issue. 
Also inside can be found 
an update on the 
continuing build of Phil’s 
large scale puffer as well 
as all the usual articles. 
 
Happy boating 
                         Alan... 
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 General News 
 

 M ost of you will be aware by now that your editor is playing with those models that use the 
area above ground level, as well as on it, and beneath. 

A friend recently showed me his latest purchase, a radio controlled helicopter, well made and  
complete with a four channel PPM crystal controlled radio control unit. The only problem being that it 
was operating on 40MHZ band! Oh dear, I pointed out that this was illegal to use in the UK. After 
making phone calls to various bodies that keep an eye on this type of activity, he was told that……If 
the equipment was built and manufactured in the UK, it would indeed be illegal, but if it were imported 
it may not be!  “It was a grey area” is what the British Model Flying Association spokesperson said. 
This is truly alarming and something that we model boaters should be aware of. I have written to the 
model boating press about this and hopefully it will be printed for all to see. It is widely known that the  
Chinese are mainly responsible for the huge influx of ready to run models appearing in our shops and 
on the internet, most seem to comply with the radio control regulations here in the UK but 
obviously some don’t.    Be Aware!! 
 
On a similar subject 

 I  have noticed a growing trend in ready to run models, if you look up the adverts in Model 
Boats, you will find quite a number of complete ready to run models. Thunder Tiger was the 

first that I saw being operated on our lake with their range of trawlers, several of our members have 
them and to be fair they are very good little models. 
The small warship that Gerald Vesty has modified in this issue, is also one of a growing range of  
models, rather modestly priced, that fit this bill. 
 However, some are not cheap, I noticed a Graupner ready to run German Cruiser, Prinz Eugen on sale 
for around £650.00 at a recent model show, and now there are others from a company known as Nautix, 
they offer tugs, work boats, lifeboats and warships. The famous Flower class corvette that most of us 
have built from the Matchbox/Revell  plastic kit that costs about £50.00, is also available from Nautix 
for £699.00. Same scale, but almost ready to run. 
My point is, will traditional skills of model boat building be lost? I suspect that at those prices, only a 
select few might be in a position to buy and sail these models, most will still have to get the tools out 
and get building to have a model boat that they will be proud of. To some of us the construction of a 
model is as enjoyable as the sailing. 
 

 W e have heard that Jim Pearce is not driving now, so will not be down to see us much, he 
does live close to Bybrook Barn in Ashford and still walks there to meet some of the  

members who go to that event. Jim is always ready for a chat and he welcomes all members to his 
home for a cup of tea if you are in his area, Jim lives in Hillcrest Close just up the road,  give him a 
quick call first though on 01233 62318. 
    

T he first of April joke by the Council, sadly not! 
This fence was erected without any consultation by  

contractors on the above mentioned date, as   
talked about on the front page, it is 
probably here to stay for quite 
some time. 
 
But we still manage to set up a 
really nice display area in the space 
that we have remaining. 
 
Our compound at a recent regatta 
 
 



 
Model Boat Association Dover 

Club Committee Members 
July 2008 

 
Chairperson :   Mr Maurice Job  
   
Secretary : Mr Peter Cook - ℡ 01233 610172 
Email: secretary@mba-dover.org.uk 
 
Treasurer :  Mr Douglas Turton 
 
Membership Secretary,       
Webmaster, Fundraiser.  : Mrs Christine Wellard 
 
Scale Secretary : Mr Len Ochiltree 
 
Newsletter Editor:   Mr Alan Poole  
- ℡ 01304 852917 
Email: editor@mba-dover.org.uk 
 
Yacht Coordinator :   ( Vacant position ) 
 
Club 500 Co-ordinator :  Mr Maurice Job 
 

 

MBAD  Club information  

Website - WWW.mba-dover.org.uk 
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For Sale 
 
ANTEO TUG .. Billings Kit, wooden hull (Length  920mm x 440mm beam x 490mm high) 
Single screw, 550motor, Belt drive 2: 1 reduction , 2 x 6volt , 7.2Ah lead acid batteries, 4 x 

1.2 nicads for lights. ESC HiTech SP520 BEC. 4 
bladed Brass screw, Smoke Unit is  
 Graupner with 8 x 1.2 nicads. Engine sound unit 
coupled to motor speed. Cirrus 4 ch 40meg re-
ciever FM…….No Transmitter 
Model is in excellent condition, only sailed 
twice at Kearsney. Can be demo,d by  
Appointment. 
£ 325.00 ONO  Contact Ken Cooper on mobile 
07719866841. 
 
 
 

Bob Davis has a tug for sale, it’s a model of the H.M.Tug Resolve. It is 49ins long and is 
ready to sail, recently rewired. The model is not the Caldercraft version but has some fittings 
that might have come from that company. 
The price is £170.00 O.N.O. 
Contact Bob on Folkestone 01303 894870.  
Wanted   
Has anyone got any old Triang Minic Ships laying around in their garages or workshops, 
most of them have probably been hidden away in an old box up in the loft by now.  
These little die cast models are very small, only 1:1200 scale and to be fair, not very well 
detailed. I recently discovered a few complete with the harbour jetties in my loft and thought 
that they would make a nice display. I would like to add to the collection and will purchase 
any if they can be found.  Also wanted...February 1974 Model Boats Magazine. 
Contact  ... Alan ..on   01304 852917 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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KK Pictures 

Above.  
Just a small selection of the pictures  
Taken at our open event  Kearsney Kapers 

 
Clockwise….. from top left we see Gary Porter who is obviously very happy being  
allowed to skipper the ‘tugs r us’ models, ….Next is this nice little ready to run fishing boat 
with realistic working  nets, they lower and recover by radio control, this model is owned by 
Pat and Charles Male... Next the large tow being manoeuvred by the Tugs r Us team... Harry 
from Maidstone brought his battleship Bismarck shown here at full speed trying to get away 
from my submarine! ... The novelty event attracted some very innovative models, this is the 
“Crock” built and operated by our Scale Secretary Len Ochiltree…. The winner of the  
novelty event was Ian Cockshoot, a photo of Ian can be found in the report about this event. 
...And finally, One of our visitors John Boyd takes up the stern tow on the cargo  
vessel. The full report can be found on page 8 
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Readers Models 
 

 I am starting with one of my favourite subjects, warships. This rather nice little model 
is a Russian or should I say Soviet guided missile destroyer , based on the Soveremenny 
class. 
Gerald Vesty is the proud owner of this boat which he bought as a ready to run model from 
Howe’s Models in Oxford. Gerald has taken out the original radio system and replaced it 
with a more conventional crystal controlled R/C unit.  A rudder system has also been added  
because the model  originally steered on engines alone. An M-Tronics Viper speed controller 
is linked to the standard motors and shafts to give smooth forward and reverse motion. 
A new paint job has been applied to make the model look more realistic, when bought it 
comes with some chromed parts and a glossy finish, not very warship like!  
A helicopter has been fitted to the flight deck with the rotors made to rotate, a nice feature.  
The overall length is only 780mm , this gives it a scale of approx 1/180th..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Despite the breezy conditions, and being a relatively small model, it handled very well  on 
the day that I saw it.  
 
The soviet aircraft carrier  Kiev is 
another small model from the ready 
to run range of models distributed 
by Howes Models.. 
 Travis Vesty is the owner of this 
model and as with the destroyer 
above, it has been given a new 
paint job and has been modified to 
full radio control . 
 This one also has a good turn of 
speed and is very manoeuvrable, 
both these models look very  
realistic on the water now that they 
have been given a makeover 
The scale of this model is reported to be approx  1:275th 
 
Perhaps we might see other conversion of these models on the water in the future, Howes 
Models and other manufacturers have listed several other types that can benefit from upgrad-
ing, they advertise in the Model Boats magazine and in MMI. They also attend many of the 
larger trade shows in our area. 

Gerald’s Soviet Destroyer 

Travis’s Kiev 
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The next model featured is not 
new but as we don’t see it very 
often at the lake so I took the op-
portunity to photograph it for  
the KK                                
It is The Chieftain, a lovely  
paddle tug built and owned by 
 Derick Rudge . 
 In this picture, the Chieftain is 
stopped on a very calm lake after 
steaming up to the camera. A 
whisk of smoke can just be seen 
coming from the tall funnel. 
Derick has built this model from 
plans in the modelling press, it is 

all wood and he has made a really smart job of it, the paddles are also made from the draw-
ings, they feather just like the real things and drive the boat in a realistic manner.  
Always a popular subject attracting a lot of interest is an RNLI Lifeboat. The model featured 
here is the Model Slipway Trent Class Lifeboat, Esme Anderson... the Ramsgate Lifeboat. 
 George Sutcliffe has spent many hours completing his model of this boat and on Sunday 
June 1st, he duly launched her for the maiden voyage at Kearsney watched by many of his 
family and friends. George pushed the boat out in more ways than one by christening the 
model with a toast of Champagne after some very spectacular sea trials. 
This model is powered by twin Eco Speed 600 motors driving the original propellers sup-
plied with the kit. Twin M-tronics 15amp speed controllers handle the motors which are sup-
plied from two 4300amp 8.4volt  ni cad batteries. Extra features added are JCC sound  
generators independently set for both motors, and  revolving main radar. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As can be seen from the accompanying photographs, this boat really shifts along with the 
stern digging deep in the water, better get those trim tabs working George!  

 
 
 This model deserves a page of its own so that 
all the fine detail can be seen, Alan Knott has 
built up this fine model of the Hebridean 
Clipper which is outstanding in detail, every 
time you look there is something to see that 
was missed first time, I particularly liked the 
piper standing with his bagpipes by the  
starboard guardrails, next time it appears at a 
show, spend some time having a look. 
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Shows and Regatta Reports 
 
My first report is about the first illuminated event held on Friday 28th March, which  
 attracted 8 boats. The weather had been absolutely horrible during the day but it cleared up 
during the evening to allow the event to take place. There were more boats on display this 
time which is encouraging, the eventual winner was Dave Cowlin with his Admiral Day 

dredger, at the last illuminated event in 2007, it would not 
function but it is all sorted now and was a worthy winner this 
time.  
The report has been passed on to 
me as I was unable to attend  the 
event due to work commitments, 
also not very many photographs 
were taken but I have included two 
that I have received.  
 

above ….The Admiral Day afloat.                
                                                                     right   ...  Dave receiving his award  
 
April 20th Club Free Sailing Regatta 
 
 Most of us woke up to a very foggy morning although this was not the case over the whole 
area, on the way to the lake there were several vehicles involved in accidents due to this fog 
and we wondered if it might affect our attendance figures. The forecast was that it would 
clear by midday and this was accurate. Nice warm sunshine came out and lasted for the 
whole afternoon. Despite the improvement in the weather the turn out was disappointing, 
with only about twenty members attending. These members brought along thirty-three boats 
in total, a good show and most of them were seen on the water operating during the day. The 
small boats were used to good effect with over £20.00 being added to club funds, thanks to 
Frank Jobson and Reg Archer who looked after the children for  most of the day. 
A gazebo with the side awnings was used for the tea tent this time, it was a quicker set up 
and because the white sides had windows, it was much brighter inside. 
Barbara and Chris were able to see better and did not feel obstructed or hidden away from 
what was happening outside. This idea will possibly be used again at other events. 
Free sailing using the pegboard was what had been decided on and this was the order for the 
day, all who came along had plenty of time on the water and everyone enjoyed themselves. 
A successful first regatta. 
 
Towing and Steering Kearsney Series. 
Our scale secretary Len Ochiltree has been working hard to put on a steering and towing 
event for those who felt they were missing out this year due to these events being dropped 
from our traditional monthly regattas. Len sorted out a set of dates to run his events and 
these are published in the diary dates. 
On April 27th, Len with the help of other members, set out a course and ran the first of these 
planned events. The layout and rules were roughly along the lines of previous years.  
Three members signed in to participate on this occasion, not a fantastic response but it was 
the first of the series. Len has informed us that it was enjoyable and he hopes the next event 
will be better supported. 
I have to report that as with the above despite the poor showing on the first towing and steer-
ing event, the one held on the 11th of May was not supported any better. 
 
In July Len contacted the club to say that the event was not being supported enough and it 
was his intention to suspend the competition for this year. Obviously this is something that 
needs to be looked at for next year, but with only three entrants, it does seem pointless. 
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July 18th, Club Free Sailing Regatta  
 
The forecasters again predicted a dull start brightening after lunch and this is what we got. 
Because of a mix up in the diary dates, the scheduled yacht race did run in conjunction with 
this free sailing event, but, there were no clashes of frequencies and as expected, the races 
did not interfere with any free sailing. 
The set up was smooth, gazebos and fencing erected in our now well practiced way. The  
tables were soon filled by models and those who wanted to, simply took a peg and put their 
model on the water, very relaxed. 
Not too many people were in the Abbey grounds because of the dull morning and this 
 reflected a lower than normal amount of children ‘having a go’ with the small boats. 
For the first time, the new build boats were on the water being tested, some teething troubles 
will need to be sorted out but generally they performed well. Probably because the hull shape 
is better, they were much faster on the water that their predecessors, the speed will need to 
be  reduced, a sedate model being much easier to handle (and cause less damage) 
 
June 15th Kearsney Kapers open event  
 
Our open event, Kearsney Kapers was a good relaxed show with good weather for most of 
the day, only a short shower in the afternoon causing a little disruption. 
It must be said that the interest shown by the membership was poor, this might have been 
due to the date also being Fathers Day, lets hope so. 
We did have representatives from other clubs in our area, notably, Tugs R Us, Maidstone 
Cygnets and Ramsgate Vikings.  
Because we did not have enough people to run the small boats, a decision was made not to 
set up the small pool this time, also for a similar reason we did not operate the time slot fre-
quency boards, electing instead to use the pegboard. This in fact worked well because we 
asked everyone to act sensibly and not to keep his or her peg for too long,  
Free sailing was the order of the day and we soon had a good selection of boats on the water, 
the tug’s R Us team had brought down a huge cargo ship that needed too be joined together 
and ballasted to make a 15ft long towboat. Sections can be added to make it even longer if 
necessary. They demonstrated tug towing and even allowed some of our members to take 
command of the lead tug, Gary Porter handled the tow so well that he was again offered the 
big tug Northsider to use in the boat snooker later in the day. 
At approx midday, we held the novelty event that had been planned for this show, there were 
only four entrants but the quality and ingenuity of the models more than made up for that. 
First off was the military amphibian by Gerald Vesty, this was converted from a child’s toy 
and went very well, it was similar to the wartime DUKWs, next we had a Crocodile! This 
was entered by our scale secretary Len Ochiltree, the body was articulated and all of the 
workings was in the head, just as well as the head became detached from the body and had to 
push the body ashore. Steve Cockshoot had gone to great lengths converting a radio com-
plete with a transmitter which broadcast back to another radio on the shore, all went well un-
til it developed a severe list and was in danger of sinking with all his expensive equipment 
aboard, luckily he saved it and all was well. Steve’s dad Ian had recovered an old Hoover 
from a skip and made it watertight so that it could be sailed, it was adorned with many 
graphics and a crew, this was deemed to be the winner of the event and he received a prize 
for his efforts. This was a very enjoyable event that was well received by all, thanks to eve-
ryone who took part. 
 During the afternoon, we had a couple of rounds of boat snooker; this was very well sup-
ported with 12 boats in the first heat and 6 in the second. Gary Porter took first place in both 
heats, not bad considering he had borrowed a boat for both runs! 
The shower of rain in the late afternoon caused most people to start to pack up and drift 
away so we slowly dismantled the compound and got everything stored in the club hut by 
16.30. 
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Ian Cockshoot, winner of the novelty event receives 
a prize from Chris Wellard. 
 
July13th Club Regatta. 
 This regatta was another relaxed event, the weather 
was kind with warm sunshine all day. There is not a 
lot to report on this time but we did set up the small 
‘Have a Go’ pond which despite some battery power 
problems with the boats still managed to put some 
extra funds into the club. There were some interest-
ing new models on show this time, most of them I 
managed to get some photo’s of and these are shown 
below. 

 
July 31st, Connaught Park 125th Anniversary Show 
 
The Club was invited to attend this event which we thought would be a nice local show for us and 
one that would give us some good publicity. We had very good support from the membership and 
had  approx 35 boats on the tables. Logistics was a bit of a problem and with more members turning 
up than expected, we had to borrow three extra tables from Dover Marquee Co. The centrepiece of 
our display was the small pool set up for the youngsters to have a go, the gazebo’s were arranged 
around this with the boats on static display. Anyone who wanted to, could use the large lake in the 
gardens to sail in, natural obstacles like lily beds and the fountain needed to be avoided but they 
also provided some interest when navigating around them. 
The weather was good as well which helped considerably. We received some very kind comments 
about the club and hopefully also recruited some new members. 
 
Outside Events report 
 
The club has also attended some outside events this summer; we were invited to Bluewater where 
the Chantry model boat club are based on June the 8th. 
We had sufficient members there to put up two gazebos and these were soon full of models. It was a 
nice day with plenty of sailing time for those who wished to sail, we were situated next to the  
Brentwood club in Essex who has, as one of their members, the editor of Model boats magazine 
Paul Freshney.  
 I spent some time talking with him on many subjects including naturally the Dover Club. He 
agreed to publish a short article about our club if I were to send him some information. This was 
done next day; I actually sent him a copy of our Kearney Kapers by email. Within a couple of hours 
he had produced a little article using information contained in the newsletter and then asked if any 
other information that  needed to be added, I replied with some extra info and some pictures.   
I have since heard back from him and we will be featured in September issue of Model Boats. Re-
serve your copy. 
 
As is mentioned on the front page, the club did attend the Wings and Wheels spectacular held on 
North Weald airfield in Essex. The club attended both days, there was a large pool set up for anyone 
to use and when on display, models were housed in a large marquee. This is mainly a model aircraft 
show but model boats were catered for with traders selling boat bits and of course the new 2.4 gig 
radio’s which of course we can now all use. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
By the time you read this issue we will have already attended the Dover Regatta and hopefully had 
a good show, As usual, because I need to finalise this issue so that it can be kindly printed by Alan  
Hounsell, I will include this report, and others in the Winter edition of KK…Thanks Alan …..Ed. 
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“ Phil’s Puffer Update” 

   Hi everyone, it seems ages since I took my puffer down to the lake for its first flotation trials. 
That was when I found out that it’s empty weight of approx 25 Kgs would have to be doubled to 
make it look anything like a ‘loaded puffer’. In old money that’s at least a hundredweight, but with 
the removable ballast of a Halfords car battery and a couple of steel weights, which can be added 
after launching, I think it will still be manageable without too much risk of personal injury. 
Anyway, now that the plating is more or less finished, 110 plates and over 13,000 rivets (dress  
making pins), it will soon be time to start painting, but as the predominant colour on puffers is 
black, this tends to hide any small detail so I decided to take a few photo’s as a record of my current 
task which are, firstly the steering gear and secondly, the mast and derrick assembly. 

Photo 1 shows the general arrangement so far. At the stern, 
the engine room/boiler housing and steering position are 
coming along quite nicely. At the sharp end the mast and der-
rick are also taking shape. Please excuse the use of fishing 
line as temporary rigging. Also clearly visible is the fact that 
the rudder is completely “outboard” of the hull. Because this 
class of puffer was restricted to 66 feet in length to allow 
them to fit into the various canal locks, it was necessary to 
disconnect the rudder from the steering gear and turn it 
through 90degrees so that it was flat against the stern, this  

allowed the lock gates to be closed. 
 Steering was achieved on this type of puffer by means of a chain that ran from the tiller arm, 
via a series of rollers up to the winding gear on top of the boiler room. But, as I wanted to be able to 
lift off the complete rear assembly for access to the electrics and motor, I decided to split the steer-
ing chain into two sections. A lower half operated by the steering servo and actually doing the steer-
ing and an upper section passing through the winding gear and disappearing into the engine room 
through the apertures visible at the lower rear of the side view. 

Photo 2  is a bird’s eye view of the lower section. The large hand made 
sprocket is mounted on a half scale servo and drives the chain around the 
solid bronze rollers to move the rudder tiller. Take a note of the position of 
the chain at the tiller and of the position of the spring loaded tensioner close 
to the starboard side of the sprocket. I had decided at the outset that the rud-
der would be easily removable to prevent damage during transit. Photo 3 
shows the tiller/rudder removed. The tensioner has now moved closer to the 
sprocket to take up the slack in the chain. Photo 4 & 5 show the tensioner in 
more detail. 
To remove the rudder it is only necessary to lift out the single hinge pin and 
disengage the end of the tiller from the marked link in the chain, which re-
mains secure in its rollers. I will describe the working of the upper section 
of the steering gear and the details of the mast and derrick in my next up-
date. Happy boating   Phil..  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   (I must apologise to Phil for the quality of the  

pictures used here, I have yet to master this new 
scanner…. Ed) 

Photo 2 

Photo 1 

Photo 3 

Photo 4 

Photo 5 


